(Read before the College of Physicians.)
One of the principal objects of the science of medicine is to obtain accuracy of diagnosis. Now, accuracy of diagnosis, it is evident, cannot exist, unless the causes and mode of production of the symptoms of disease are correctly known. But the symptoms of disease are the external signs of disordered actions of the bodily organs. The inquiry into their nature is therefore a part of physiology,?it is the physiology of disease; and, as morbid anatomy is based upon healthy anatomy, so is the physiology of disease built upon, or elucidated by, the physiology of health. In each case the improvement of the one branch of knowledge is almost a necessary preliminary to the improvement of the other; and accordingly it has always happened that, whenever any important advance has been made in the study of healthy actions, the introduction of more just and accurate views of their pathology has followed.
The functions of the nervous system have received striking elucidation from the labours of modern physiologists : its pathology, therefore, is probably on the eve of considerable improvement. But 
